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ern Australia, or perhaps he did not appre-
ciate the necessity for giving us a fair and
a reasonable spin such as the farmers in
the Eastern States were getting. That is
another instance in whieh I can agree with
one of the members on the opposite side
of the Chamber. In this case the Deputy
Premier is reported to have remarked that
the Western Australian public should be
warned of the faet that the Eastern States
were only too ready to rob Western Austra-
lia. Evidently, that applies to the highest as
well as to the lowest. I commend the Min-
ister for drawing our attention to that
fact.

I hope some effort will be made early to
overcome the difficulties with respect to
farming requircments during the coming
year. Tt is regreitable that the present
rains are deing & certain amount of dam-
age to crops, in my area at all events,
While the damage is net extensive, unless
we get some warm weather I am afraid we
shall have to suggest to the Government
that it take aetion to change our present
meteorologist and secure another who will
do better! With respect to the rains and
floods, I hope the Minister for Works will
put the hard word on the Treasurer—who
I hope will not be as parsimonious as his
pradecesror—for a grant to the local gov-
erning authorities to assist them in meet-
ing some of the expense which they will
have to incur to repair damage done by
floods. In my own district I know of seve-
ral roads which have been washed away
and of bridges that have been destroyed.
As these roads are not declared main roads,
the Joeal governing authorities will have to
do the necessary repairs ont of the small
finanee available to them. It is only rea-
sonable in such eases that the Government
should assist in bearing part at least of
the cost of putting those roads in reason-
able repair.

There is another matter T wish to bring
up. T asked the Premier a question tonight
as to when the report of the honorary Royal
Commission on Vermin will be avaiiable.
I. with others, am somewhat disappointed
that the report, although it has been in
the hands of the Government since some
time in May, has not been made available
to members, or to road boards or to the
publie. I know that local governing autbo-
rities are, as it were, standing by wsaiting
to learn the contents of the report. They

are not aware of its contents; neither am

‘L. From statements made to me by respon-

sible people, I learn that the local govern-
ing bodies appear to be convinced, or they
have formed the opinion or impression,
that the members of the Royal Commission
did a very fine job. They base that opi-
nion on the exhauslive investigations which
the commission conducted, and eonsequently
they believe it will speak with authority.
They are looking forward to reeeiving the
report.

While the previous Minister for Agri-
culture had several months to eonsider the
report, it would now appear that we shall
have to wait several months longer until
the new Minister has had time to consider
it. T suggest, and I do not consider it un-
reasonable, that the members of this House
might have the opportnnity, simultaneously
with the Minister, to consider the report.
When all is said and done, I doubt that he
ean do anything in the matter until such
time as he is authorised to do so by the
House, and it will save time if the report
is made available to us and to the local
governing authorities, so that the Iatter
may at least get some idea of the recom-
mendations of the Commission and plan ae-
cordingly. If this course is not followed,
it may he that another 12 months will
elapse before we ean act upon the recom-
mendations of the Commission,

On motion by Mr. Abbott, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourped at 8.36 p.m.

Tegislative Corncil.

Thursday, 23rd August, 1945.

Tage
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
HON. E. H. H. HALL {Central) [4.36]:

Myr. President, in common with other mem-
hers, T desire to express my grateful thanks
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to all concerned for the very great change
which has taken place in the circumstances
of our living since we met in this Cham-
ber last year. T also want to associate my-
self with the expressions of regret that
Luave been voiced at the passing of our late
Prime Minister (Mr. Curtin) and of the
President of the United States of America
{(Mr. Roosevelt). We have won the war,
but .all thinking people must realise to the
full that we have a most diffienlt task
ahead of us. We Australian people, with-

out heing unduly puffed up, can look with -

admiration and gratitnde at the fine ex-
ample set us throughout the war by the
Mother Country; and I think we will be
able to continue to view with admiration
the way in which the people of the Mother
Country will face the very (roublous times
that lie immediately ahead of them.
Although it may be regarded as only a
small matter—and T am veminded of the old
saying that straws show which way the winds
blow—I wish to remind members of what
I consider was a very fine gesture made
by the Mother of Parliaments when it as-
sembled the other day. Speaking as an
Auvstralian, I think that we in Australia, in
hoth State and Federal spheres of politics,
have much to learn from the way in which
proceedings are conducted in the Mother
of Parliaments. I have on a previous ocea-
sion expressed my regret that the leaders
in onr Federal sphere did not see their way
¢lear to follow the exceedingly fine example
set hy the House of Commons, when the
members there of all* shades of political
opinion sank their—I will use the word——
petty party differences so as to stand to-
rether for the defence of all that they held
most dear. Those petly party differences
were swept away, and we saw men of three
separate political parties working together
wholeheartedly with one ahject in view,
namely, to obtain and seeure a peace which
thev thought their people were entitled to.

T think that that had a lot to do with the
very fine record of the people of the
Mother Country during the terrible years
through which they passed. In my opi-
nion, the faet that our political representa-
tives here either could not or would not
art similarly—in any case thev did not et
togethor like that—retarded their efforts,
notwithstanding the very fine record that
they achieved during the struggle. A mat-
ter to which I wish to refer is that tha
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House of Commons met a week or so ago
and the Labour Party, although in charge
of the Treasury bench and returned with
such a splendid majority, did vot appoint
one of its own followers to the Speaker’s
Chair. XNo! Colonel (lifton Brown must b
a very fine gentleman and must have dis- .
charged his duties to the satisfaction of
all the members of the Commons because
he was again voted into the Speaker’s
Chiair. That is an example that we might
very well emulate.

Hon. C. B. Williams: We have done it
here for years in regard to the President.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: We could emulate
that example in more ways than one. Tt
may be only a small matter, but it was a
very line example for the House of Com-
mons to set other legislatures, Sinece I
have been in Parliament it has been stated,
and T think with a good deul of truth, that
our Governments have followed a policy
that is known as ‘‘spoils fo the vietor.”’
During my tenure there have bLeen only
three short years in which a non-Labour
Ooveinment has occupied the Treasury
bench, so that most of the faunlts in this
connection can be fruthfully laid at the
door of the present Labour (GGovernment.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: It has made some
good appointments too.

Hon. E. H. . HALYL: That may be. The
members of most of the hoards, for which
the present C(overnment is responsible,
are of the same political faith as is the
Government. One needs only to remember
the remarks passed here yesterday about
the failure of the Government to re-ap-
point a member representing the primary
producing industries to the TFremantle
Harbour Trust. One can recall the con-
stitution of the Licensing Court. If the
members of that court are not ex-Trades
Hall union seeretaries, then my memory is
at fault. Two of them are at any rate. One
could quote many such instances.

While speaking the other evening, Mr.
Bolton mentioned a rumour that is going
abont to the effect that the Govern-
ment had appointed a committee to ga
inte the duestion of taking over the
eontrol of all privatelv-owned bus ser-
viees in the metropolitan area. He
said. ‘1 think we should endeavour
to nip thiz in the bud.” T want to ask Mr.
Boiton if he has forgotten that the Gavern-
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ment, by so doing, is simply carrying out
its policy, or, to use the ex-Premier’s words,
“The Government is earrying out the policy
laid down at the Triennial Lahonr Confer-
ence.” Just what chance, therefore, is therc
of nipping this move in the bud? I want
to bring Mr. Bolton back to actualities. 1t
may he all right to indulge in that kind of
fond hope, but we have to face realities. No
members of the Government will deny that
they are endeavouring loyally 1o carry out
the planks of Labour’s platform. That is
only what we have a right to expect. So,
to talk about nipping in the bud something
that is the policy of the present Government
seems to me to be utterly futile.

Hon. L. B, Bolton: I said, an extension of
the poliey.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The hon. member
ean have it whichever way he likes, but the
sooner we face np to this the better. We
have seen in the Press a lot of eontro-
versy about the suitability, or otherwise, of
the Garratt engine. 1 wonder why the pre-
sent Administration does not follow the ad-
.vice given it on many occasions from people
who are entitled to do so, and why it does
not seek the opinions of the men who drive
those engines. Surely their opinions are en-
titled to some consideration. It seems to me,
ag a layman, that this Stule bus been puy
to considerable expense in connection with
the Garratt engines and, what is more, we
have been told in no uncertain language by
the unions concerned that they do not in-
tend to sit down under the disability and
that something must be done to improve the
position. We have been warned—so why go
on until the ruptore takes place and the
trade of the hinterland is paralysed?

The Government would be well advised to
give the men a chance to demonstrate their
reasons for their dislike of the Garratt en-
gine before an impartial committee. IF
their opinions are well-founded, why not
face up to the matter? The sooner that is
done the hetter it will be for all coneerned.
The payment of child endowment to the
abovigines is a Commonwealth matter, but
T mention it here so that the Government
cannot say that it has not been reminded
that it should be attended to.
stanees this money, which is paid to the
nborigines, is not being used to the best ad-
vaniage. The cost of native child endow-
ment to the 30th June, 1943, was £37,040.
That is a fairly large amount and I think
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the State Government should bring under
the notice of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment the faet that the matter should receive
some consideration with a view to ensuring
that the people concerned get the benefit of
the money that is spent.

Members of this Chamber, together with
members of another place, have indulged
in some caustic criticism of the rail
ways. I think that we should extend
to the Railway Department every pos
sible consideration; espeecially was that so
throughout the war years, While consider-
ing the matter I have reminded myself of
the inquiry by a Royal Commissioner which
Mr, Miles initiated In this Chamber some
years ago. Nothing mueh seems to hnve heen
done about it. Later it was ascertained, as
the result of a very close investigation by
the Royal Commissioner, Dr, Herman,
that one and a half tons of Collie coal werg
equal to only one ton of Neweastle coal
According to the estimate arrived at by Dr.
Herman the additional cost to the railways
due to the use of Collie ecoal was approxi-
mately £32,229. T would not suggest that

"Collie ecoal should not be used on the rail-

ways. Mr. Thomson has, from time to time,
urged that the interest bill should not be &
charge agninst the annonal cost of the rail--
ways, and I certainly think that if the
Commissioner has to use Coilie coal and in
consequence incur the additional cost I have
mentioned, he should he given eredit for
that fact.

I do not know whether it is news to
the House—how it has been possible
throughout the years of war I do nol
know—but the Midland Railway Company
has not during that period used Collie coal
but Newcastle coal. Thus, in addition to the
opinion expressed by Dr. Herman, we have
the fact that a private company, which does
not feel itself bound te support local ie-
dustries, has gone to the expense of im-
porting Newcastle coal hecaunse it pays to
do so. Yesterday we heard in this Chamber
a statement by a member who doubtless
knew what he was speaking about, to the
effect that the housing conditions in the
City of Fremantle were deplorable. Thal
hon. member has heen connected for many
years with the eivie life of the port and
spoke in the light of his experience. To
indicate that Fremantle is not the only place
where deplorable housing econditions exist
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I would refer the House to the issue of
“The West Australian” of the 31st July last
in which the Perth City Council's survey of
the housing conditions in the metropolis
was dealt with. It will be seen that in
Perth and Fyemantle many houses are
withont the proper facilities to enable peo-
ple to live decently and bring up their
families in a proper manner. 1 ask myself
this question: Is it only during the last few
vears that these doplovahla—T think the word
“disgraceful” js a better term to use—condi-
tions have existed? Ido not think so. Why is
it that bodies charged with seeing that their
regulations are complied with have not at-
tended to the matter? That is a pertinent,
and certainly not an impertinent, guestion.
It is, I think, because no-one cares to speak
up. Recently a highly placed ecclesiastic
in Perth complained that men were “afraid
to get np and speak up.” To my mind, it is
becouse members of loeal governing authori-
ties have not heen courageous enough over
a period of years that the existing disgrace-
ful housing conditions have been allowed
to continue,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Certainly a lot of
those places should be condemned, but where
would you put the people affected?

Hon. E. H. H HALL: That will not
wash with me! Mr. Baxter was not the
member who made the statement 1 have re-
ferred to, and so far as T am aware he is
not connected with any loeal governing
hody. T have had eight years’ experience in
that regar@ and I know that the housing
position was formerly not so acute as it is
at present, Nevertheless I claim that had
more zttention been devoted to the matter
at an earlier stage, the position would cer-
tainly not he so acute as it is today. We
have also heard a lot about the milk supply.
Others besides Dr. Hislop have informed
us that milk is a food. The way that food
is served up to people reficets no credit
upon those responsible. Some interesting
figures were published in the Press the
other day in a ecommuniecation from a writer
who asked whether it was any wonder that
the milk supply here was not as well handled
as it should be seeing that the return for
milk was only 1s. 4d. per gallon as against
4s. for lemonade and 10s, 6d. for beer. If
that is the hest the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner ean do, it is little wonder that the
existing eonditions obtain.
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Some of the hard things that were
said about the price fixing authorities
the other day were ohviously well de-

served. At Geraldton we had three dairy-
men, but one was foreed to give up
his business hecause he was losing money
owing te the unsatisfactory price he was
able to e¢harge. T ealled upon the Price
Fixing Commissioner about the matter and
I was informed that an inerease had been
recommended but the authorities here were
awaiting Commeonwealth approval from
Canberra! Evervone is talking about edu-
cation these days and at last the Teachers’
Tnion has had something to say about it.
I assume that the union was not ealled upon
to do anything about the matter, but never-
theless it issued a very pgood pamphlet.
Those members who have read it must have
received 2 shock and certainly there is only
one word that can fitlingly deseribe the con-
ditions ohtaining in Western Australia with
regard to education, and that word is “dis-
graceful.” The whole position is set out
in the pamphlet, which was not issued by
some political partisan but by the Teach- .
ers’ Union. It is not only the teaching
in the primary and secondary schools that
should receive attention but aiso that avail-
able at the University of Western Austrahia.
That institution eame in for some
eriticism last session and I think there was
considerable misapprehension about the posi-
tion there. I should like to read a short
quotation from a report in “The West Aus-
tralian” of the 25th Qctober, 1944. The
extract read—
University Ednecation.

**Reforms Imperative.”’
Professor Addresses Workers.

Neweastle, Qct. 24.—‘ Fundamentual reforms
in university edueation were imperative if in-
dustrialised democracy was to survive the on-
slaughts of totnlitarinnism and progress to
something finer,'’ said Professor Julius Stone
yesterday at the Workers’ Educational Asso-
cintion Cenference at Neweastle.

The report continued—

“iThe educational proeess in a modern
democracy,’’ he said, **is in purgatory. Above
is the heaven of a past age when world and
work were such that every individual could
bave his own picture of it and a scnse of he-
longing to it. Below is the hell of totalitarian
dictatorship in which no-ome save the leaders
is permitted to seek or attain any view of life
as a whole but all are coerced and conditioned
inte accepting only what is laid down. The
granting of universal franchise before edue:-
tion had foreed politicians to pay atteation to
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the irrational impulses of the masses lest they
be ousted Ly wen less serupulous than them-
selves, This had bLeen a contributory reason
for the rise of Nazism and Fascism."’

In my opinion some notice should he taken
of the considered opinion of Professor
Stone. Last session I drew attention to the
very regrettable fact that too many of our
male teachers had been allowed to enlist
in the Armed Forees. I well remember—I
had no need to look up the report in “Han-
sard”’—the faeetions, not to say sareastie,
reply I received from the Chief Seevetary
who made out that T inferred that our women
teachers were not as cfficient as they might
be. That reply was very ill-timed and ill-
placed.

[ had very good reason for asking
that question. My daughter was wrestling
with the task of teaching 30 to 40 boys, or
young men, at the Perth Boys' School. She
was suhjeeted to considerable nervous strain
and visked a breakdown in health whilst
men were stratting about in camps and other
places in uniform and their sacred duties
were heing delegated to those who were in
no way ahle to do the job. Sinee then
other people have taken up the matter. T
noticed from a newspaper in February that
an agitation had heen sonceessful in respect
to applieations that had heen made for the

release of some of these teachers. We were
told that 549 male teachers had enlisted
from the Education Department. In the

statement that appeared on the 3rd Febru-
ary of this year it was said that 95 teachers
had been recommended for release by the
manpower authorities, 31 of these had been
released, 29 had been refused and 13 were
pending. I wonder why male teachers were
not put in the same eategory as were police-
men and railwaymen.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Scme were!

Hon. G. W, Miles: And trade union sec-
retaries.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It may be that-

some were puf in the same category, hut
too many male teachers were allowed to
enlist. It is no use making a fuss about it
.now. It is difficult to understand that a
Government which was faced with ‘the
responsibility of educating our young people
shonld have failed to make the necessary
representations. It has noi carried out its
responsibilities over the years to anything
like the extent it should have done. On top
of that, it has allowed 549 male teachers to

* obtain permission for them to enlist.
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colist. Had those men gone oversea, the
position might not have seemed so bad,
although cven then I would not have agreed
that they should have been allowed to enlist.
Policemen have come to me asking if I could
One
of them that I know resigned from the force
s0 that he might enlist, and he became a
military policeman who used to stand out-
side the A.N.A. House. I venture to suggest
that per head of the population of the State
we had more enlistments amongst our male
teachers than did any other State of the
Commonwealth. That does not stand to the
credit of those who were responsible. The
Director of Education is a personal friend
of mine. He was at one time the head
teacher at Geraldton, and I have every
rvespeet for Mr. Murray Littlee When he
was at Geraldton he said the responsibility
was his. It is not right that that should
have heen so. It should have been
a matter of Government policy. and no
director should have had the right to grant
permission to such a large number of male
teachers to enter the Services, for that
act robbed countless numbers of hoys and
givls of what was their birthright.

We have heard a lot about the fine effort
that has been made in Tasmania in eonnection
with edueation. 1 was in that State some
20 years ago. At that time it was looked
upon as the most backward part of the
Commonwealth. Today that little orchard
State leads the Commonwealth in educa-
tion, Tt is ahead of the most populated
States of New South Wales and Vietoria,
and leads the Commonwealth, not only in
respect to eduecational facilities but in re-
gard to health nmatters. There is no doubt
the late Mr. Ogilvie left behind him n
manument and a reeord that will redound
to his eredit for many years. He pro-
vided free educational and medies! facili-
ties for everyhody, inefuding maternity al-
lowances for women. That zood work has
heen proceeded with, be it said to the eredit
of those concerned.

It was stated vesterday that Tasmania
did not provide a fair comparison with

the other States, 1 like that! Tas-
mania is a claimant State, just as we
are. Tt is perfeetly fair to use it as a com-

parison. Tt is only a small State, but look
what it has done! Tasmania has had 15
area schools estahlished and functioning for
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some years. It is now going to erect an-
other 15. Some of those extra area schools
have already been buiit, and anthority has
beer given to erect the remainder at a
cost of £12,000 each. I have here a broad-
cast given by one of our own teachers, whe
was enthusiastic enough to spend his long
service leave in Tazmania so that he might
return and tell the people of this State
what that little island is doing for eoun-
try children in the way of area schools.
The following are some extraets from the
broadcast that was written by Professor
G. Foxcroft:—

No-one ¢onnected with edueation in Western
Australia, or concerned for the creation of a
really effective and democratic system of edu-
cation in our State, but has sighed and longea
and hoped for the time when the publie would
take some active part in the demand for bet-
ter facilities for education for our children, T
found in Tasmania this revolution had heen
accomplished 4dnd the leading publicista were
the members of the Government. Seldom did a
Minister or a member make a public address
that was without a reference to education. It
was in the air, it was a topic for eonversation
wherever one might be, the pasging acquaint-
ance, the casual fellow-traveller in {ram or
train or bus, would assume quite naturally that
vou would he interested in schools and in edu-
cation. I wish that time would permit to tell
you more of what Tasmaria has done, of hos-
pital classes, sight-saving classes, the schools
for the blind, the deaf and dumb, the kinder-
garten college, activities all of them, not of
charitable or semi-charitable bodies, but the
State Edueation Department.

Tasmania has in the last few years raised
itaelf from the position of being the most hack-
ward State edueationally to leading the Com-
monwealth. Vet in 1941-42, the latest figures
available, the cost of edvcation in Tasmama
was 353, 11d. per hend. With us it ia 38s,
10d4.; the all-States’ average is 36a. 2d, The
Tasmanian Treasurer jn presenting these fig-
ures, claimed that there were, relative to popu-
lation, more children in Tasmania than in any
other State, and a larger proporticn attending
high school, and gave the cost per scholar as
£12 18s. 16d. The corresponding figures for
cur State have not yet been published, hut
would be, I should say, approximately £12 2s,
3d.

I is not a question of big distances; it is
a question of whether the Government of
Western Australia has tried to do any-
thing along similar lines here. I am not
so0 unreasonable as to suggest that our
Government shonid immediately erect 30
area schools, and thus follow the example
of Tasmania, but I would point ount that if
has done nothing like the work that has
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been undertaken in that little island for the
country children. The broadeast continues—

And what sort of schools do they get for
their money? Well, here is an cxample! Dur-
ing my stay the Parliamentary Public Works
Committee presented a report and recommendead
the building of an area sechool at Snug. They
had inspeeted the site, 11 acres, and they had
had an opportunity of seeing various area
schools and had nothing but admiration for the
fine work of the Education Department in that
respect, and they had inspected ihe pluus—
these provided for a modern brick building
with conerete foundations, embracing five class
rooms, library, assembly hall, gymnasium,
change roomsg and showers, stage, teachers’
room, head teacher’s office, stores, ecloak aud
washrooms, with a mazimum of light and ven-
tilation. The estimated cost which was ap-
proved wns £12,850.

If it is truc that conditions of population

density, isolation, transport facilities and so on
are different in Western Australia, it does not
follow that area schools are impossible but only
that we need area schools adapted to our com-
ditions,
Members should know, too, that Tasmania
has one more high school than we have and
also leads in the matter of technical col-
leges. Of what mse is it to say that Tas-
mania does not provide a fair comparison?
The comparison is quite fair. We know
now what has been done in one State, and
that nothing of the kind has been attempted
in ancther State. In the eourse of the broad-
east from which I have been reading, refer-
ence was made to a public works eommit-
tee. Members will recolleet that a publie
warks committee from the South Australian
Parliament visited this State a few months
ago. How many times have members of
this Chamber referred to the necessity for
the creation of a similar body in this State?
Mr. Thomson has advocated that on many
oceasions.

The object of appointing a Parliamentary
public works committee is to provide means
whereby the Government of the day might

. benefit from the reports and advice tendered

by such a hody. Nothing of that kind has
yet been attempted here. Tt is time that
the representations made by members of
this Chamber, year in and year out, received
atidntion. I do not know why, but a eouple
of weeks ago I had sent to me a copy of
“The Worker.” As it was in my box, 1
imagined it was sent to me to read. Init T
came across a reference to the fact that the
women's auxiliary of the Labour movement
had written to the Minister for Health
drawing attention to the conditions under
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which nurses were working and, in particu-
lar, to the need for a superannuation schema
for those women. I will tell members the
reply senf by the Minister t{o those ladies.
The paper states—

A letter was received from the Minister for
Health in which he wrote—*‘In Friday’s is-
sue of the * Worker’ under the heading of ‘The
Nurses Need our Help,’ the question of assist-
ance to nurses is dealt with, and while I have
no desire in any way to disenss the merits of
the nurses’ claim now before the Arbitration
Court, I feel that one item, namely, superan-
nuation, should be eleared up. As you know,
the Government introduced such legislation,
afterwards amending it to cajer for nurses in
Government hospitals. It is interesting to note
that although the Aet wias amended in 1939
only 44 nurses have taken advantage of the
superannuation,’’

That is the end of the Minister’s letter. The
concluding words of the article are, “That
news certainly came 25 a shoek to the exeen-
tive.” Only 44 nurses had applied for super-
annuation! I made a few inquiries and
found that the nurses did not embrace this
superannuation scheme for a very good rea-
son; but the Minister did not see fit 1o tell
the good women of his movement what that
reason was.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Who was the Min-
ister?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The paragraph
does not mention his name. I thiok it was
in Mr. Panton’s time. The “Worker” was
dated the 10th Aungust, 1944. T know that
Myr. Panton has been a very good Minister
for Health; he is a gentleman I hold in very
high esteem. Nevertheless, to leave the mat-
ter like that is not fair. If we want—as we
do want, and must have—good women fo
take up this noble profession, we must
be prepared to deal with them in an equit-
able manner and not ask them to eontribute
to a superannuation scheme that returns
them only a few shillings per week more
than they would be entitled o from the
old age pension without making any contri-
bution at all.

The Honorary Minister: They would be
entitled to get superannnation plus the old
age pension.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is the re-
ply I received from the Nurses’ Union, I
hope that much greater consideration will
be given to the treatment of nurses, not only
in Government but also in privaie hospitals.
I was speaking recently to the matron of
the Government Hospita) in Geraldton and
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she spoke in loud praise of the Government.

‘T want to be as fair as I can about this

matter. She is a lady who has given the
best portion of ber life to nursing people
in Government hospitals, and she said to
me, “I want you fo know we are treated
very well indeed by the Government.” It
gives me very great pleasure indeed to pass
on that information. I happen to know that
in the metropolitan area—not in Government
hospitals perhaps, but in other semi-govern-
mental institutions—that is not the easd.

There has been a good deal of controv-
ersy about the shocking state of the Gerald.
ton Hospital. Some of it is a little exagger-
ated, I think, though we could do with a new
building. But here is something 1 eannot
understand : Many years ago, very close to

" the hospital there was a residence for the

resident medieal officer. At that time, we
used to have such an officer in charge of the
Government hospital. Attached to those
quarters were cquarters for the Distriet
Medical Officer and the gaoler. Some
years ago, an arrangement was made between
the Railway Department and the Public
Health Department for those premises to
be taken over as a residence for the Engineer
of Ways and Works. A good deal of money
wag spent on the place, and today the En-
gineer of Ways and Works is living, and
for some time past has been living, in those
premises; while the nurses, notwithstanding
what the matron told me, are not properly
boused—a fact that the department acknow-
ledges. Their sleeping quarters are any-
thing but what they should be. As there
were many houses set aside for the
occupation of railway officers in Geraldton,
I camnot understand why permission was
given by the Public Health Department for
the surrender of the building to which I have
referred for the housing of a railway officer.
I have nothing against the gentleman occu-
pying the guarters; he is a very fine man.
But T cannot see why the arrangement was
entered into, and I think it would not be
asking too much to request the Railway De-
partment to put its official into a railway
residence and allow the quarters ocempied
by him to be used for housing the nurses.

I notice that in the report of the Commis-
sioner for Native Adfzirs for the year ended
the 30th June, 1943, it is stated that the
school at the Moore River Settlement was
closed in the early part of 1943 owing to
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a shortage of teachers. I am wondering
whether it has been re-opened. In view of
the rain that we have been receiving this
winter, it seems not fo be worthwhile to
talk abount water conservation; but when one
knows the annual eost to the Railway De-
partment and the actiquated method of haul-
ing water which has gone on for so many
years, cne wonders whether we will ever
profit by experience. One wonders whether
some method conld not be adopted to con-
serve water that falls so abundantly. A
few months ago a largely attended confer-
ence of loeal governing authorities was held
at Geraldton, and amongst those present
was the general manager of the Midland
Railway Company. He made an inferest-
ing statement of the methods of his depart-
ment in conserving water at Walkaway,
where there is not a very great annual rain-
fall. With the expenditure of a few thousand
pounds in bituminising the runways, the
vompany was able to provide excellent stoy-
age. The figures seem almost too great, hut
he expressed the opinion that without bitu-
minising the moisture losi amounted to 95
per cent, but that when the work was put
in hand, 95 per cent. was conserved. The
sooner we undertake similar work on our
State railway system, the better it will be.
I know that material bas been searce dur-
ing the war years, but now that the war
is over attention shomld he given to the
matter as premptly as possible.

A geological examination of the Eradu
and Trwin coal seams was requested,
but has not heen granted. The Gov-
ernment has spent some money on
work at Eradn: that T acknowledge
with gratitude. But what is wanted is a
proper detailed geological examination so
that we will know definitely, from people
who ecan tell us, just what we have in the
way of coal at either or both of those places.
When we hear of a committee having bheen
appointed to go into the question of the
purchase of private bhuses, it makes us won-
der why any State Government that belicves
in nationalization should have taken no ae
tion, so far as we know, to take over the Mid-
land railway. The Government might say.
“We have not the money.” But a main line of
railway snch as the Midland Company owns
should be linked up with the State system.
We are committed to State-owned railways;
and while the facts are as they are, we
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should urge the Government to give con-
sideration to the purchase of the Midland
line. I have stated the facts before, and
they shonld be stated every session, beeause
in a British community it is unbelievable that
such an injustice could be perpetrated year
in and year out as has been perpetrated in
this State without anything having been
done about it. I refer to the fact that the
people along the Midland line are charged
higher freights and higher passenger rates
than are the people who live along, and ars
served by, (Government lines.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is a decent
admission !

Ilon. ¥. H. H. HALL: It is not right that

that should he so. To forestall any ques-
tions, I would ask whether there is any

“worthwhile agitation by the people along

the line for the Government to huy
it, and I will be perfectly frank in re-
plying that I do not think there is. I
explain that in this way: The people along
that line ave well served by the company.
It might be said that that admission is
strange in view of the faet that I previously
said they are overcharged. What T mean to
eonvey is that the officials seem to lay them-
selves ont to study the wishes and meet the
convenience of the people; and that goes a
long way. However, I maintain that that is
not the question, The people along that line
are being dealt an injustiee beecause they are
charged higher railway freights and higher
fares hy the Midland Railway Company,
which is a private company, than other tax-
payers are called npon to pay who are served
by Government railway lines, When we
hear of sueh schemes as are afoot for the
taking over of railways in the Eastern
States and the institution of a standard
gauge on which millions of pounds will be
spent, we are justified in thinking that the
Governiment would be well advised again to
open up negotiations for the purchase of
the Midland line.

The Government owns and conduaets a
numbher of State hotels.  Although there
are not any of thesr hotels in the (en-
tral Provinee, I have heard very good re-
ports of the way they are conducted.
In many towns there ix only one hotel, and
with all due respect to the Licensing Court,
I may say that rome attention should be
paid to the convenience of the travellinz
publie in thoze hotels, especially in the
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way of bathrooms and lavatory accommo-
dation, Some of the hotels are badly in need
of up-to-date amenities of that sort. Most
of the hotels are owned by companies who
are concerned with profit-making. I con-
sider that where there 15 one hotel in a town,
the Government would be justified in giving
consideration to its purchase and to rum-
ning it for the benefit of the people of the
district. We have heard a lot azbout hous-
ing, and I am very much afraid that hoth
State and Commonwealth Governments have
fallen down on their job in that conneetion.
Only on the 11th of this month did the
Minister for Industrial Development ack-
nowledge in the Press that he had appointed
an officer to go into the matter of housing.
The report of his remarks included the fol-
lowing :—

Although this officer had commenced his

new duties only last week it was already
evident thnt by concerted action and co-
operation or the part of the various controi-
ling authorities, the production of building
material conld be quickly increased.
This matter has been erying out for atten-
tion for months past. For a couple of years
everyone could see what was happening, and
only last week the Minister appointed a man
to investigate the position. The shortage of
apprenticcs has been referred to time and
time again, hut nothing has been done.
During this session My, Williams called at-
tention to the selfishness of some of his fel-
low unionists in this regard. I have here a
report showing that the position in New
South Wales is just as bad as it is heve.
In 1938 in the huilding trade—in carpen-
tery and joinery, brieklaying, plastering,
painting and plumbing—there were 1,128
apprentices, and in 1942 there were only
366,

That is a truly alarm.i‘ng state of affairs,
which has been going on throughout the
Commonwealth, but nothing has been done
about it and no steps have been taken to
check the selfishness of these people. It is
the failure to face up to things that are
threatening us, the failure of public men
to face up to the position, that is respon-
sible for our finding that we have heen tao
slow and have accomplished too little, too
late. I quote thé opinions of men who are
entitled to he heard. In “The West Austra-
lian” of the 11th August last His Honour
Judge Kelly, of the Commonwealth Arhi-
tration Courtf, is reported as having said,
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when announcing his poliey on “Go Slow,”
that he was unwilling to adopt the view that
it was incambent on the court to create of-
fences on too many occasions, This article
in “The West Australian” continues—

His ITonour had before him a reference
uniler Regulation 10 of the National Secur-
ity (Tndustrinl Peace) Regulations, in a
notification by The Master Buildera’ Asso-
ciation, dated JTune 27th that subsequent to
a stop-work meeting on June £6th a go-
glow policy had been instituted in regard
to the eonstruction of bnsc ordmance stores
at Broadmeandows, and that the matter had
been referredl to the Cenciliation Commis-
sioner {Mr. G. A. Mooney) for report, 'The
gubgtance of.the report was that Mr. Mooucy
had been satisfied that the allegation that
a go-slow policy had been operating on that
particular job had been substantiated.

That is from the Arbitration Court judge
himself. The article ends with what I con-
sider to be a pregnant warning—

His Honour said he was not satisfied that
the Federal organisations over whom the
Court had e¢entrol supported the action of
their branches in having paid allegianee to
any go-slow resolution, At the same timo,
he was bound to say that unless the Federal
organisations exercised diseiplinary action,
they rendered themselves open to appliea-
tions eager for their de-registration or for
the caneellation of awards which those or-
gonisationg hat over a period of years gained
through the Court. They also rendered them-
selves gpen to having future claimas, so long
as the go-slow poliey existed and was extendec
on any considernble scale, either postponed or
rejected by the court which must take the
attitude that employees could net have both
direct action and arbitration. The right to
make application for cancellation of awards
or de-registration of organisations was known
to the persons concerned, and it was for them
to consider whether the situation warranted
such applieations being made. 8o far as em-
ployees were concerned, His Honour considered
it his duty to point out that they were jeopard-
ising the position of their fellow organisations.

And so it goes on, There we have a juodge
of the Commonwealth Arbitration Court re-
minding the unions that they cannot have it
both ways, though they are repecatedly at-
tempting to have it both ways, to the em-
harrassment of most of their own people.
The war, as I have said, cannot be blamed
for this, I refer now to a deputation whieh
was introduced on the 2ith June, 1937, to
the Hon. A. R. G. Hawke when he was in
charge of the Child Welfare Department. It
was a deputation regarding child delin-
queney. On that deputation there were Dr.
Moss, Dr. Williams, Mrs. Rischbieth, Mrs.
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Vallance and the Rev, Dr. McMahon, The
reply by the Minister to that deputation was
in these words, “We are getting somewhere.
We are slowly but surely reaching the stage
when definite proposals will be ready for the
cousideration of Cabinet. 1 hope this dax
will not be far distant.” Those were the con-
sidered words of the Minister to that depu-
lation on the 24th June, 1937, but nothing
was done, and in February, 1943, T moved
for a Sclect Committec, owing to the fright-
ful state of affairs cxisting in connection
with youth delinquency and Bartons Mill.

After a great fizht, in which my motion was
strongly objected to by the Chief Secretary,
the House granted that Seleet Committee,
and on the 10th Aungust, 1943, its report was
laid on the Table of the House. If I said
that nothing had heen done and that nn
notiee had been taken of that report T would
not be far out. That Seleet Committen
recommended, among other things, that
more male probation officers be appointed.
The report was laid on the Tahle on the
10th August, 1943, and on the 23rd August,
1944, T read in “The West Australian” that
one additional male probation officer had
been appointed: T think that is the sum
total of the notice that was taken of that
report. The detention quarters at the Roe.
street lock-up, where these hoys were kept
whilst awaiting trial, and before they were
found guilty, shocked every member of the
committee. I might add that we had a re-
turned soldier from the last war on that
rommittee—a man who had seen some very
rough conditions—and it shocked him., T{
was unbelievable that in a eivilised and
Christian country hoys of tender years could
he shut up, in the heart of the city, in a
place sueh as we saw. I do not think any
member at present in the Chamber was on
that Select Committee, but that wes a shoek-
ing place in which to lock boys nup. Theie
is now a new place—I have not heen to see
it—but I read a letter in the Press the other
day which said it was not very much better
than the old one.

T would like memhers to put a request
to the Chief Secretary that we see that
place, in order to form some opinion of
what the powers-that-be have now pro-
vided, after the aftention of the Govern-
ment had been drawn to the matter by the
Seleet Committee. That would let the House
know how necessary it is, if we are going
{o keep youth delinguency within bounds, to
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provide better accommodation there. I do
not wish to be eharged with making out that
it is worse than jt is, but it must be dealt
with, as the deputation pointed out in 1937,
when the AMinister said we were getting
somewhere. We have got nowhere, Mr.
Hawke gave up that department and took
over another. There is a very fine Minister
in charge of the Child Welfare Department
now, but 50 the matter goes on, and the fact
remnains thut the position has not been faced
as it should have been. At the time when
that Seleet Committee investigated the posi-
tion there were 307 boys on probation, and
enly one mele probation officer, though he
is a very fine officer. Now there are two.
There were 52 delinquent girls, and three fe-
male prabation officers. Not only were there
about six times as many boys as girls, bui
there was only one male officer, excluding
the later appointment to which I have re-
ferred. I cannot understand why the Gov-
ernment failed to try to do something in
this regard. It is especially necessary now,
in view of the conditions that will prevail
for some considerable time.

It is not for me to say that the members
representing the far North should take cer-
tain action, bhut T have here articles from
the P’ress, which I have read with much re-
rret, dealing with that great empty space
of which T have read sinee I was a youth,
and whieh possesses such wonderful poten-
lialities and possihilities. That area is be-
ing negleeted and it is beyond iy compre-
hension why this Government, which has a
fellow-Labour Administration in the Com-
monwenlth sphere, does not approach the
Commonwealth Government and say, “We
cannot finance that portion of the State.”
The ex-Premier acknowledged that the mern
handful of people in this State had not
the money necessary to open up and develop
the far North, so why, in the name of all
that is equitable and just, does not the Gov-.
ernment of this State make some arrange-
ment with the Commonwealth Government
to tnke over that area and give it and its
people an opportunity? I am reminded of
the excellent appointment made by this
Government in connection with the settling
and rehahilitation of those of our men who
are coming back from war service. I think
the Government has chosen very wisely. Any
member who has not had the pleasure of
meeting Mr. Fyfe would find it worth his
while to contact that gentleman, beeause he
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is one fitted in every way for the responsible
and important position to which he has
been appointed. I support the motiom.

HON, W. R HALL (North-East)
15.43]: I also wish to say how pleased I
am that the war against Japan has been
suceessfully terminated by the vietorious
Allies. T hope this will be the end of all
wars and that, when peace is signed in a
few days’ time, it will mean that we will be
able to live in peaece and happiness for all
time. My sympathy goes oui to the rela-
tives and friends of the men who made the
supreme sacrifice, and I hope they have not
made it in vain.

I wish to bring under the notice of the
House the position of the goldmining in-
dusiry. The Commonwealth Government
left the industry with only 4,000 odd men
to keep it going until the termination of
the war. T propose to show how little assist-
ance the Commonwealth has given and how
little it intends to give the industry now.
The Speech informs us that a sum of
£50,000 is. to be contributed by the ‘Jom-
monwealth Government towards the reha-
bilitation of the indusiry. Considering the
state of the industry today, several times
that amount will be required to restore it
to its pre-war condition. The ex-Minister
for Mines, who, I admit, did a wonderful
job, made a statement that the indusiry
would absorb 20,000 men when the rehabi-
litation period arvived. I consider that his
estimate was very greatly exaggerated. 1T
was born on the Goldfields and to the best
of my reeollection the maximum number
engaged in the heyday of the industry was
only 15,000 odd, and. T fail to see how it
can absorb 20,000 when cur Servicemen re-
turn.

I am pleased that in the recently ap-
pointed Minister for Mines, we have a
man who represents a mining constituency,
is familiar with the industry and should
have a very definite and clear-ent view of
its requirements. On the other hand I
regret that when the Premier was allotting
the portfolios, he gave the Minister for
Mines more than one. I cannot see why
he should be burdened with the nortfolios
of Railways and Transport as well, because
the mining industry is of sufficient import-
ance to have a Minister of its own. That
in itself would be a full-time job for any
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Minister. All eyes in Western Australia
are turned towards the Goldfields, and the
Job of the Minister for Mines will be a
full one withont asking him to attend to
railways and transport as well. The rail-
ways also are of sufficient importance to
warrant the appointment of a Minister to
look after them alone. I regret to say
that there are unemployed men on the
(ioldfields at present.

Hon, €. B. Williams: Are you sure of
that?

Hon. W, R. HALL: I am positive of it.
Several men who have returned from this
war approached me and I got them jobs on
the Kalgoorlie Road Board in order to keep
them going because they could not get work
in the mining industry. Tt is well to make
clear to members precisely what the posi-
tion on the Goldfields is.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why cannot those
then get work on the mines?

Hon. W, R. HALL: The (Jovernment or
the mining enmpanies or the rehabilitation
authorities are not yet completely ready to
deal with the men returning from the wax.
Evidently the war ended a little too soon for
the Commonwealth and Siate Governments
to be prepared. and if men return in thous-
ands, there will be a state of chaos before
they can be re-ubsorbed in the industry.

Hon. C. B. Williams: What about the
deputation to the Prime Minister recently
when the industry asked for men? Vel
vou tell us that men are out of work!

Hon. W. R, HALL: Before the mining
companies can start another shift, they will
require 200 or 300 men. Until they get,
say, 300 men, it will not be possible to
start anothep shift, and to attempt {o do
50 would he false economy for the ecom-
panies. I hope the men will be returned in
hatches so that they can be absorbed in
additiona! shifts on the various mines.
That is the answer to Mr. Williams. The
industry will need considerable time in
order to pet back to its pre-war produe-
tion. We have a large pumber of mines
that will not start operations again or, if
they do. will not he re-opened for a con-
siderable time.

For the information of members I will
mention some of the mines that have been
closed down and give an idea of their pro-
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duction in the year before elosing. The
Gladiator, situated 233 miles north of Kal-
goorlie, closed down in 1942 and in the
previous year produced 18,000 tons of ore
for 4,876 ounces of gold. Cox’s Find, which
employed a large number of men, in its last
vear of produection, 1942, vielded 5,636 tons
of ore for 3,236 onnces of gold. The Lanece-
field, situated two or three miles north
of Laverton, e¢losed down in 1940 and
in its last vear prodused 19,179 tons of ore
for a return of 11,690 ounces of gold. The
Sands Retreatment Co., Moroans, situated
towards lLeonora on the east side of Laverton,
closed down in 1941 and from sands retreat-
ment produced 1,912 ounces of zold. From
600 to 1,000 men have gzone away
from the mines north of Kalgoorlie, and
some time will elapse before they start
again. Consequently, I fail to see how the
industry is going to cater for 20,000 men
in the rchabilitation period,

One of the essentials of rehabilitation
mentioned by My, E. TI. H. Hall is housing,
the shortage of which scems to he affecting
every town in the State. If 20,000 men re-
turn to the Goldfields, many of them wiil
have to sleep in tents, because the people
who are there now cannot get the houses
they require. But for the Air Foree estab-
lishment which has heen there for some
vears, the Goldfields would be in a very bad
plizht, and the presence of those men has
tended to moke the housing problem more
aeute, and when our Servicemen return, T
do not know how they will fare for homes.
The Government is brhind the times in not
having plans ready to put into operation.
Whether it be the Commonwealth Govern-
ment or the State Government that is to
blame, I do not know.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Both.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Probably both are
to blame. T understand that a lot of
machinery was taken from the mines by the
Commonwealth for use in munition fac-
tories, ete. A special eftort should be made
ut once to get all that machinery replaced.
Otherwise, the seriousness of the pesition
will be aceentuated. Tn the north country,
where men follow the oceupation of mining
and people have to live, there is one hright
spot, namely, the Sons of Gwalin mine at
Lennora. The people there have to battle along
with a trein service only two or three times
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a week, but thex are fortunate as eompared
with the people of Laverton, who have to
manage with one train a fortnight, though I
believe there iz some subsidiary service as
well. Requests have been made hy My, Sed-
don and others over the last few vears for a
Diesel electrie coach to he put on that line so
that the people may obtain at least the neces-
saries of life. It is saddening to vizit the
north country and see the plight of those
peuple. However, they do not cause their
Parlinmentary representatives very much
trouble; they take it. They are doing a fine
iob, and are struggling along hoping the
time will soon come when they will be able
to. rehabilitate themselves and get a greater
kick out of life.

Reference has been made on several oc-
casions to the condition of the railways. T
am quite awarc of what the railways have
done during the war vears. They have done
a wonderful joh, but this does not absolve
those in authority from the charge that the
carviages ave filthy and infested with ver-
min and, further, that the lavatorv depart-
ments are a disgrace. I do not mind if a
train runs a little late; we ean put up with
that, knowing that it is unavoidable, hut
there is no exeuse for insanitary eonditions.
I know that one of our members was bhitten
by vermin while travelling on a train. This
cannot be denied. The least the department
can do is to see that the carringes are elean
and  that the rugs used in the sleeping
coaches are properly disinfected and are
free from vermin. The same rugs are used
vear in and ycar out, and T helieve that
some of them are as old as T am.

Hon. . B. Williams: How old are vou?
Ahout 447

Hon. W, R. HALL: T want to be fair
to Lhe Railway Trepartment. During the
war years it has transported many men and
muech material. T know that the rolling-
stoek is in a siate of disrepair and that the
manpower difticulty has no doubt prevented
it from doing vertain things, but T must im-
press upon the Minister that it would he
in the interests of the health of the travel-
ling public if these matters were attended
to so that when people travel, they may do
50 in reasonable comfort.

T listened attentively this aflernocon to
what Mr, E. . H. Hall bad to =av with
vesnret to hospitals in the North, T wish
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to speak about the district hospital at
Leonora. 1t is an absolute disgrace to the
Government, which to some extent subsi-
dises it. I assure membrers that the state-
ments I am aboul to make are true, and
the Government should take every step
possible to expeadite the remedying of the
existing state of affairs, in order that sick
people at Leonora can be cared for as they
should be. A few months ago I had occa-
sion to visit Leonora and I inspected the
hospital. I found that the morgue had rot-
ted away; it was white-ant eaten. If I ve-
colleet aright, a door was missing. The
morgue ifself was situated only a stone’s
throw from the hospital, which is of pine
constrnction. The hospital board has been
‘trying to obtain the Government’s consent
to plans to rebuild the hospital. .

Correspondence has passed between the
board and the Health Department, but L
think it is six months since anything has
been done. It was only a couple of days
ago when the morgue was rebuilt. I found
three native womnen eooking in the kitchen
for the patients. The kitehen was a kind
of lean-to. and consisted of three sheets of
irori. It had no protection. It is an ahso-
Inte disgrace to the authorities responsihle
‘to allow sick people to be cared for in such
a building. T hope the Government will
expedife the plans and have the building
reconstructed as early as possible, People
in our outback distriets have enough
trouble without having to contend with
such eonditions when they are sieck.

When dealing wilh the mining industry
I forgot to mention cur prospectors, the
men who hlaze the traill for those who
eventually come and secure the big rich
mines. Qur prospectors as a class are al-
most extinet and those who remain are un-
uble to proeure tyres for their vehicles.
Some of them have vehicles 29 vears old
and consequently modern tyres cannot be
used on them. According to the Liquid
Fuel Control Board, prospectors have a No.
5 priority, but it is not high enough when it
comes to procuring tyres. I have received
letters from prospectors on no fewer than
four oecasions. They are old men and live
at Leonora and Kelgoarlie. One is a turned-
down_ miner who is trving to earn a little
extra to supplement his small pension. These
prospectors informed me that they had been
unable to procure permits to buy tyres. It
is regrettable that these men in their cld age
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should be refused tyres for a Ford T truck
or an old vehicle that will only take them oat
into the bush 10 or 12 miles. They use about
a 23-inch tyre, whereas 16-inch tyres are re-
quired for the later modern vehicles, T am
sorvy that the powers-that-be have refused
permission to these men to obtain tyres to
earry on their work.

That brings wme to the subject of Com-
monwealth departments which in some in-
stances are manned by upstarts; and I feel
that the quicker some of the Common-
wealth regulations are lifted in respect of
things required by ecivilians, the better it
will be for the Commonwealth Government,
the State Government and the people genoer-
ally. While I feel that in some instances the
regulations have achieved good resulls, in
other cases the result has been to velurd pro-
gress, A person attending at some of the
Commonwealth Government offices today
must hand in a note stating his business be-
fore he ean interview the offieial concerned.
That vemark does not apply to our State Gov-
ernment officialy, nor to all of the Com-
mmonwealth Government departments.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It does not apply
to the Pensions Department.

Hon. W. R, HALL: That is so. I wish
to bring one or two other subjects io the
uotice of members. One is the matter of
payments under the Mine Workers’ Relief
IFund. Members have heard before, at least
those jnembers representing mining consti-
tuencies, about this matter. I would be
lacking in my duty if I did not bring up
the position of the turned-down miners and
their tamilies on the Goldfields. I am of
the opinion that the (urned-down miners
and their families should get an increase
in their weekly payments from the fund,
80 as to hring the payments at least up
to the basic wage for the distriet in whieh
they reside.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. R. HALL: Under the Mine
Workers’ Relief Aet, beneficiaries under
the Tund are compelled to apply for the
old-age or invalid pension, as the case may
be, and the relief fund supplements the
pension, which is 27s. per week for a single
man, or douhle that sum in the case of a
married man.

Hou. C. B. Williams: If both are eligihle.
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Hon. W. R. HALL: Yes. The various
Commonwealth Governments—not merely the
present one—have been approached with a
view to cxempiing from the means test ap-
plying to old-age and invalid pensioners the
payments made by the relief fund to benefi-
ciaries, T regret that no success has
been achieved as a result, and so we find
these unfortunate people in the same posi-
tion today as they were at the inception of
the fund. The board established under the
Aet consists of five members, fwo being ve-
presentatives of the employers and two
representatives of the employees, together
with a chairman, who is the resident' magis-
irate and is nominated by the Government.
I maintain that the Government could, if it
50 desired, at least instruct its representa-
tive to vote for increased payments to the
men, women and children coming under the
fund. I am sure the representatives of tho
workers would do likewise. I sincerely hope
the Government will give this suggestion irs
serious consideration. As T have mentioned
before in this Chamber, the days of the men
under this fund are numbered; and it is
the duty of all concerned to make their re-
maining days as happy as possible. They
should not have to struggle along on a
measly pension, with no opportunity to de-
rive some pleasure out of life. If their pen-
sions were inereased their lot would un-
doubtedly he happier.

Much has been szid in this THouse
about education. As I have alreadv stated
this evening, a matter which vitally
affects my econstituency is the insanitary
eondition of the schools. Recently, two
schools in Kalgoorlie, particularly one, were
in a disgraceful state so far as sanitation
was concerned. People today in Western
Australia are forming themselves into as-
sociations ealled parents and citizens’ as-
sociations and they are doing an excellent
job.

Members:* Hear, hear!

Hon. W. R. HALL: They are bhringing
pressure to bear upon the Government to
get for their children the eduweation which
thev are entitled to. The parents and citi-
zens’ association at Kalgoorlie sent an ulti.
matum refusing to allow the children to at-
tend school becanse of the insanitary condi-
tions prevailing there, I am a member of
the loeal awthority and had a heaith inspec-
tor sent to the school. He made an inspec-
tion and condemned the place under the
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Health Act. As a result, pressure was
brought to bear in certain quarters,
and, although it took many weeks, the out-
houses were finally put in a proper condi-
tion for use by the schoolehildren. They
had got into such a condition as to be unfit
for use even by sheep, We are stepping out
on the wrong foot when we try tc bring up
our children in unhealthy sorroundings. We
should give our children a right start in life,
particularly as far as heslth matters are
concerned. I hope the Government will take
steps to ensure that all these places are put
in proper order.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. R, HALL: 1 understand that
lhe sanitary conveniences at (Government
bm]dmgs generally are in a partous condi-
tion, ‘A septic system ought to be installed
at all schools.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. R. HALL: We cannot have the
sewerage tank system at all Kalgoorlic
schools, becguse they are too scattered. We
have a sewerage system in the munici-
pality, but I consider that septic tanks
ought to be installed whorever possible
in those places to which the sewerage system
does not extend. There is nothing further
I wish to add, exeept to say that I have
very muech pleasure in supporting the
mation for the adoption of the Address-in-
Teply.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debaice
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.14 p.m.
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